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Another Enjoyable International
Railfair in Roseville, CA!

***

Most Northern California model railroad fans know or have
heard of the International Railfair held at the Placer County
Fairgrounds in Roseville each Veteran's Day Weekend. This
year was no exception as the show was held on November 9 -
10, 2013 in great weather. Temperatures were in the upper
70s, somewhat unusual at this time of year. This year the
show was in the same halls as previously with most of the
same vendors and layouts. The main hall used is Jones Hall
which is shown below just before the show opened on
Saturday.

This show is unusual in that it is presented by Three model
railroad clubs who manage to get along with each other long
enough to successfully plan and present this show. they have
done so for over 35 years. That might even be a record. The
major change this year was that the live steam train was
moved for the area used for the past decades to another area,
however, this information just did not get to the appropriate
people and caused some irritation on Saturday morning.
Meanwhile, the "Rainbow Girls" of the Roseville DeReimer
were on hand to provide "home cooking type" dinners for
vendors on Friday and Saturday evening and breakfast and
lunch on Saturday and Sunday. These are the type of smiling
faces that greet the vendors before serving them their "all-
you-can-eat" pancake breakfast.

The Placer County Fairgrounds, like many in California, has
lost most of their funding so they are trying to stay alive with
little or no outside support. Unfortunately, the fairgrounds
management tends to make decisions and is some cases do
not promulgate these decisions until too late. At this show,
the Fairgrounds decided to move the traditional area for the
live-steam train to another area as they made the original
live-steam area into an RV park. Unfortunately, the area
given to the live steamers had some bad topography which
caused them to eliminate one of the four cars in their normal
train. This made the lines to ride longer.

San Francisco Gets a Second
Blackpool "Boat" Tram!

***

For some strange reason, tourists in San Francisco seem to
love riding in an open air streetcar in the rather breezy
weather often present in that city! So it was no surprise when
San Francisco Municipal Railway acquired a second
Blackpool Tram, #233, as a companion to the first one, #228,
obtained years ago. The next photo shows 233 (left and 228
(right).

________________________________________________

Bowser to Release Another Run
of PCC Cars!

***
Bowser Manufacturing has told the Times that they are now
working on development of more HO scale PCC cars.
Following the release of their New Orleans 800-900 series
streetcar now in production, another group of PCC cars will
be released. All PCC cars now have windshield wipers and
simulated super resilient wheels.

Two F-line PCC cars, 1050 (San Francisco 1950s) and 1061
(Pacific Electric), will be offered both DCC ready and with
ESU sound. This is the third release of the Muni 1050. The
Muni 1061 was one of the first F-line PCC cars offered in
2009 and sold out within three weeks.

Figure 1: Prototype photo Muni 1050 at 17th & Castro (above).

Bowser is preparing for yet another run of PCC cars! - - - Pittsburgh's Mod Desire (1730), Los Angele

 



There are very few reasons not to buy what you see and
want. The show promoters provides a mobile ATM vehicle
that inside contains two ATM units. So that excuse is gone.

As is still the case, items not seen for a long time may be
found at this show. One vendor had some brass traction,
shown below, some of which not seen for years.

Some museum-quality painted brass was also available from
Holland Traction Supply:

Figure 2: Prototype Photo Muni 1061 on Market Street (above).

Also to be offered are:

1. Los Angeles Transit Lines "Fruit Salad" - Two numbers,
cars 3126 and 3137.

Figure 3: Prototype Photo - LAMTA 3126 (above).

2. PAT Pittsburgh Mod Desire 1730. this may have been the
wildest paint scheme ever on a PCC car. Corgi replicated this
car a few years back in 1:50 scale.

Figure 4: Prototype Photo - PAT 1730 (above).

3. SEPTA Philadelphia (Phase 2 - Narrow Band) - Two
numbers, Car 2730 with the unique gray window area and
car 2095. Bowser has previously released cars in the SEPTA
Phase 1 - Wide Band scheme and the "Gulf Oil" orange and
blue.

Figure 5: Prototype Photo - SEPTA 2730 (above)



One feature of this show is the Bargain $mart tent. This local
business sets up in a huge tent outside Jones Hall every show
and sells some of the most unusual tools that most modelers
need. We can not go through this tent, shown in the next
photograph, without finding something that we can not pass
by.

The Trolleyville Times staff is now highly recommending
that model railroaders begin treating model train shows as
"endangered" species. There is a combination of factors
contributing to this. Of course, there is (1) the graying of the
majority of model railroaders. Then there is the (2) post 9-11
security concerns at the halls which is costing show
promoters more money. The shift in model railroading
manufacturing to China (3) has drastically reduced the ranks
of the "garage operators" which used to be the staples of
most shows and finally (4) the number of model railroad
clubs with worthwhile display type layouts is decreasing.
Most visitors come to train shows to see the model trains. At
this show there were many layouts but not as many as in the
past. The bottom line is when you hear of a model train show
in your neighborhood, plan to go over and look. Your
entrance fee helps delay the inevitable. If you are reading this
and do not care to go to a model train show, the inevitable
has already reached you.

Figure 6: Prototype Photo - SEPTA 2095 (above)

4.Toronto - Two numbers, 4317 and 4399.

Figure 7: Prototype Photo - TTC 4317 (above).

Muni cars 1050 and 1061 will be supplied with two non-
functional trolley poles. All other PCC cars will come with
working simulated Form 11 working trolley poles.

As another process improvement, Bowser PCC cars will now
have the track-overhead wire switch located under the floor,
eliminating the need to remove the body shell from the
chassis to make that change. At this time, it is planned to
make all DCC Ready cars Sound Ready by providing a
speaker in all cars. As will be the case with the New Orleans
800-900 series streetcar, the car is designed for decoders that
use a 21 pin plug. The 21-pin plug electrically connects all
functions of the decoder to the main circuit board. "Plug n'
Play is officially here.
________________________________________________

Kids Still Love Thomas!
***

As we reported last month, Thomas The Tank Engine
appeared at the Orange Empire Railway Museum in Perris,
California on November 9, 10, 11, 16 and 17. In those five
days, Thomas was on the point of 66 trains that carried over
19,000 happy faces. (Perris is just south of Riverside,
California on Interstate Highway 215).
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